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Centreville National Bank' : 1903-1904
Centreville ) e -
Public

The Centreville National Bank is one of .the finest
small Beaux Arts bank buildings in Maryland. Designed

by Hill and Thompson of Newark, New Jersey and constructed .
by James A. McAllen of Princess Anne, this building’ '
- replaced an earlier bank designed by J. R. Neilson of

Baltimore. The earlier building was constructed in 1876
and burned in the 1902 fire. The new building cost a

- total of $23,000 and was completed in early 1904. .
. It is distinguished by a carefully ordered composition

featuring glazed Roman brick walls, a granite foundation
and a richly detailed stone cornice. Further decoration
includes the pedimented entrances, the decorative stone
architraves and leaded transoms on all openings, and

the paneled banking room with coffered ceiling.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Centreville National Bank is‘located on the
southwest corner of North Commerce Street and
Lawyers Row. The puilding has entrances on both
the east wall, facing Commerce Street, and on the
north facade, facing the Courth Hbuse green.

Constructea in 1903- 1904 ‘the Centreville
National Bank is a one story masonry buildlng that
replaced an earlier puilding that stood 1 1/2 blocks
to the south on Commerce Street. The previous bank
building, constructed in 1876, was destroyed in
the 1902 fire that swept through this part of the
business district.

The east facade, fac1ng South Commerce Street,
is dominateé by an elaborate, decorative entrance
in the center’of this‘elevation. Large double
doors are recessed in an arched opening set off by
fluted Ionic columns resting on high bases and |
supperting an anate, pro3ect1ng pediment.  Large
windows flank the center bay. These have a single
light with a leaded transom set in a molded granite
frame with molded sill and lintel supported by
carved floral brackets. The wall is laid in stretcher

pond Roman brick of a rust brown color with flecks

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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' 7.1 DESCRIPTION

of dark above a granite foundation with a simple beveled
water table. A broad, refined cornice is carried
across the upper part of the facade. The cornice is
a 11ghter stone, elaborately molded with a compléx
crown mold, carved brackets, and.courses of egg-and-
daft and dentil block moldings above a cushion frieze
and rabbeted fascia. The name of the bank is cut into
the frieze of the projecting pediment over the door;
The decorative stonework is Sf very high quality in
both design and workmanship and combines extremely
Well with the richly colored Roman brick. The entrance
is further enriched with.a paneled stone soffit, yellow
marble jambs, and a leaded transom above the double
doors.

The north facade, facing the Coqrt House green,
is essentially an expan&ed version of the east facade.
The principal part of the north facade is three bays
iong, with an egually Qrand entrance in the center bay,
fianked by'large triple windows to either side. At
the west end of the building, a fourth bay is set back
about two feet from the pr1nc1pal plane of the building,
housing the office of the bank president. The set-back
delineates‘the separation of public paft of the building.

from the more private office space. A single large
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7.2 DESCRIPTION

window.is centered in this fourth bay.

| The decorative composition and detailing of the
north facade are essentially identical to the east wall.
The double doors are not set back in an arched recess
and the windows are largér, bﬁt the pedimented entrance,
the granite foundation, Roman brick walls and elaborate_:
stone cornice all mirror the Commerce Street facade. -

The west facade faces a narrow alley that separates

“this building from the old Queen Anne's National Bank

to the west. There are two windows in the west wall,
similar to the north windows but with simpler frames.
The foundation, brickwork and cornice are just as fine
as the east and north facades.

| The east énd of the qoﬁth facade has been covered
by another building on South Commerce Street, now used

by the bank as office space. The exposed, west

" portion of the south facade is laid with plain red

brick in eight-course bond above a plain granite .
foundation. The upper portion of the molded stone cornice
is carried across this fécade, but the lower frieze |

is omitted. There is a plain door near the center of the

exposed portion of the wall, a large window with leaded

transom to the left of the door and two small 1/1 windows

‘with stone sills to the right.
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7.3 DESCRIPTION

The interior of the bank is com§osed of a large
fectangular public area to the east, a large vault
at the west end of tﬁe public area, and the president's
office to the wes*. The public area is divided by a
léng L shaped teller's counter running parallel to
the east and north walls, with desks and a stair to
the cellar occupying the area enclosed behind the
counter, A reception area along the north side of the
vault leads to the president's office.

The president's office is richly paneled with
walnut wainscot below a bold chairrail. A water color
architectural rendering of the bank hangs on the wall.

The main banking room is also paneled on the north
and east walls. The ceiling is coffered with decorative
plaster molding in the large inset panels and large
molded brackets along the walls forming the terminus .
of each rib of the coffering. The north and east door§
are flanked by Ionic pilasters. Other details of
interest include the classical frieze with egg-and-dart
molding and surmounted by a clock set in a heavily
carved frame above the door to the wvault and the glazed
brick or tile facing on the vault.

Two doors in the south wall lead to the banking

offices. in the adjoining building.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Centreville National Bank is one of the

finest small Beaux Arts banks in Maryland. The

exterior is distinguished by a carefully ordered

composition featuring glazed Roman brick, a granite
kfcundaticn, and a richly detailed stone cornicé.
Further decoration includes the pedimented entrances
flanked with Ionic columns, leaded glass transoms
above the doors and windows, decorative stone archi-
traves, and yellow marble panels in the east
entrance recess, The principal banking room of

the interior has richly paneled walls, a coffered
ceiling and a glazed tile vault. The president;éjvw
office, to the west pfktﬁe-banking rgém, is also

N s

paneled with wélnut wainscot. A water color
architectural rendering of the bank hangs on the
wall of this office.

The present bank building was constructed in

1903-04 and replaced an earlier bank built in 1876.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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8.1 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This earlier building was designed by noted Baltimore

-architect J.R. Neilson and was located 1 1/2 blocks

to the south on Commerce Street. That building was
destroyed in a fire'that swept the Centreville business
district in December 1902. The present building was
designed by the architectural firm of Hill and Thompson

from Trenton, New Jersey and. was constructed by James

"A. McAllen of Princess Anne at a cost of $16,000.
. The interior work was contracted to ¢. J. Benson Co.

' of Baltimore at a cost of $7000. The building contract

was awarded in April 1903, the interior contract in
July and the first Board meeting was held in the

completed building in May 1904,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
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QA-307 Centreville National Bank
Centreville, Maryland
Orlando Ridout V 1980

View from North







QA-307 Centreville National Bank
Centreville, Maryland
Orlando Ridout V 1980
View from Northeast
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Centreville National Bank
Centreville, Maryland
Orlando Ridout Vv 1980
Interior, facing East
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Centreville National Bank
Centreville, Maryland
Orlando Ridout V 1980
Interior, facing West




